
Dear JCDS Parents & Community Members,

After a national search over a very busy fall and early winter, the Head of School
Search Committee is thrilled to announce that we have a Head of School finalist
visiting JCDS on December 11th - 13th. The candidate brings strong educational
leadership and teaching experience, and a bio of the candidate will be shared closer
to the visit date. 

The opportunity to serve as JCDS’ next Head of School attracted a very impressive
group of candidates from around the country, a great testament to the strengths and
mission of the school. Our search consultants had conversations and communication
with more than fifty individuals about the position. This interest has emphasized that
the strength of the school’s reputation reaches beyond the Boston Jewish community.
Over the past few months, the Search Committee narrowed down the list and met with
five of these candidates.

The Search Committee is a group of individuals with a diversity of opinions and varied
and extensive connections to JCDS. As we launched this search, we wondered if this
divergent group of individuals would be able to reach the consensus needed for a
successful outcome. But, in composing the Search Committee, that risk was worth
taking because it was believed that this diversity of opinions and perspectives would
well-represent JCDS’ many stakeholders and by coming together could make the very
best recommendation to the Board of Trustees, which is charged by the school’s by-
laws to hire the Head of School.

Although there is no such thing as a perfect candidate, during our meetings,
conversations, and interviews, one candidate has risen head and shoulders above
the rest. Our initial plan was to bring 2 or 3 finalists for the community to meet;
however, the Search Committee has coalesced with such conviction around this one
individual and felt that it would be disingenuous to bring in a second candidate.
Please know that the Search Committee did careful and thorough reference checking.
We were able to speak confidentially with some 20 individuals who know this leader’s
work (board members, teachers, parents, mentors and national leaders in the field of
Jewish education). 

The finalist will meet with all members of the community – students, parents, faculty,
staff, and administrators. Please save the dates and times below for meeting the
finalist.  

In order to solicit feedback following the finalist visit, you will receive a link to an online
candidate impression form via email, the results of which will be compiled
confidentially by our search consultants, Independent Thinking. We encourage your
active participation in this most important event for JCDS and your family.

Thursday, December 12th
Open Parent & Community Meeting at JCDS, 7:00- 8:00pm

Friday, December 13th
Open Parent & Community Meeting at JCDS, 8:10-9:10am

Please feel free to contact any member of the Search Committee with questions or
comments and look for additional information through email in the week ahead. We
hope you join us in our excitement as you meet this candidate and welcome them to
our school.

https://www.jcdsboston.org/hos-search/
https://www.jcdsboston.org/hos-search/
mailto:searchcommittee@jcdsboston.org


Happy Thanksgiving,

Marci Borenstein and Howie Rodenstein
Head of School Search Committee Co-chairs
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