
Dear JCDS Community,

As I previously shared with you, Dr. Susie Tanchel is concluding her tenure as Head
of School in June 2020. The Board of Trustees is grateful that she gave us significant
time to plan carefully for this leadership transition.

The Board has retained an executive search firm, Independent Thinking, to work with
our community on the Head of School search. Independent Thinking is a locally based
firm that has successfully partnered with independent schools and Jewish day schools
since 2000 to select educational leaders. Jane Armstrong and Bill Lyons, the
managing partners, worked closely with the school during the search that resulted in
Susie’s selection in 2011. This past May, Independent Thinking returned to JCDS to
meet with members of the JCDS faculty, staff, and community as we initiated the
process of selecting our next Head of School. 

We are very pleased to share with you that the Board has appointed a Search
Committee to undertake the important work of partnering with Independent Thinking
to vet potential head of school candidates. 

The Board has selected JCDS Trustee Howie Rodenstein and JCDS parent Marci
Borenstein to co-chair the search for our new Head of School. Howie has served on
the JCDS Board for over six years and is a member of its Finance Committee. Marci
has served as a non-trustee member of our Head of School Support and Evaluation
Committee since 2016. You will find a more extensive bio for each of our co-chairs on
the school website. We are grateful to Howie and Marci for taking on these lead roles
in service of our school community.  

We are also pleased to share the names and affiliations of our additional Search
Committee members, whose bios will also appear on our website. This group brings
together a diverse team of board members, parents, faculty, and community
members: 

Joshua Foer, JCDS parent
Chavah Goldman, JCDS 2nd grade teacher
Sharon Levin, JCDS Trustee, parent, and alumni parent
Avi Minder, JCDS 3rd grade teacher
Jacob Pinnolis, Director of Teaching and Learning & Jewish Education at Gann
Academy, and JCDS alumni parent
Raffaella Sadun, JCDS parent
Shiri Segev, JCDS Trustee, parent, and alumni parent
Elizabeth Waksman, JCDS Board Chair, parent, and alumnus parent 

The Board and the Search Committee look forward to working on this important
project on behalf of our wonderful school community, and we welcome your thoughts
and questions.

Sincerely,

Liz Waksman
President, Board of Trustees

https://www.jcdsboston.org/
https://www.jcdsboston.org/
http://www.independent-thinking.com
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