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JCDS Celebrates 20 Years 

 

Av 24, 5774 / August 20, 2014: Twenty years ago, the founders of JCDS were sparked by a 

vision of a pluralistic, dynamic, and joyful learning environment, where students would develop 

proficiency in both English and Hebrew. With only eleven students, four teachers, and two 

administrators, JCDS opened in September of 1995 as the first intentionally pluralistic, 

Hebrew/English day school in Greater Boston.  

In the spring of its first year, JCDS was the first school in the Boston area to organize an all-

school Shabbaton. To this day, this annual event is one of the most highly anticipated programs 

of the JCDS year, where parents, students, teachers, and alumni come together as one 

community.   

In 1999, the first annual JCDS fundraiser, then called Food For Thought, was established. Over 

the last sixteen years this fundraiser, which is now called Matters of Taste, has brought hundreds 

of high profile guests such as M.L. Carr, Tom Ashbrook, Barney Frank, Charles Steinberg, 

Charlie Baker, David Boeri, and Larry Summers, to speak with our community. The program has 

been such a success that JCDS now serves as a coaching resource to other schools who wish to 

implement a similar fundraiser model. 

In 2000, just five year after opening, JCDS started the year with 108 students and was able to 

expand the Middle School to serve students through eighth grade. In 2002, JCDS began 

participating as a host school for the DeLet internship program at Brandeis. Over the past 

fourteen years, the partnership has been beneficial for both the JCDS faculty and the DeLet 

interns, and has enriched the classroom experiences of our students. "As I think about my own 

future classrooms,” shares DeLet intern Abbie Dinowitz, “I hope to provide a similarly safe, 



encouraging environment for my students. JCDS has inspired me to find ways for my students to 

learn by doing, with support, just as I did." (Read full article here.) 

In 2009, JCDS launched a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) initiative, which 

included the integration of robotics into our curriculum. JCDS has thoughtfully integrated Jewish 

and general studies into a single educational experience for our students. 

JCDS has earned a national reputation for achievements such as being the first K-8 school in the 

country to use the Hebrew language proficiency approach, a widely-known language-instruction 

model that establishes native Hebrew speech as the standard against which our students’ progress 

is measured. “Students need opportunities to use Hebrew in small, everyday life moments,” 

shares Sharona Givol, Director of the Hebrew Program. “It’s not how many words you know or 

how you structure a sentence, it’s what you can do with the language in a real, everyday way.” 

JCDS has come a long way in just two decades. From just a concept of a school to an AISNE 

accredited institution, JCDS fosters Jewish values, Hebrew, innovation, curiosity, academic 

excellence, and respect. The intersection of a progressive pedagogy and dual curriculum within a 

dual language school gives our students an exceptional, innovative education not found 

anywhere else. The integrated curriculum intentionally weaves together what our students learn 

in multiple subjects, and assures that JCDS students graduate as competent, contemplative, and 

creative young adolescents, navigating with confidence in a world of rapidly changing 

information. We are excited to celebrate the achievements of our community, and look forward 

to see what the upcoming years will bring. 

About JCDS: JCDS combines scholastic excellence and joyful learning in an intentionally 

pluralist K-8 school community that fosters Jewish values, Hebrew, innovation, curiosity, and 

respect. Learn more at www.jcdsboston.org  
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