
	  
 
Contact: 
Lisa Colton 
Chief Learning Officer, See3 Communications 
President, Darim Online 
(434) 260.0177 
lisa@see3.com 

 
 

    
  

For Immediate Release 
 

NEW COHORT LAUNCHES THE 2013-2014 
JEWISH DAY SCHOOL SOCIAL MEDIA ACADEMY 

 
 
November 18, 2013    This fall the third cohort of the Jewish Day School Social Media 
Academy has begun their journey to advance their strategic use of social media in areas 
such as communication, marketing, community building, alumni relations and 
development.  See3 Communications / Darim Online is thrilled to partner with The AVI 
CHAI Foundation and Big Duck once again to produce this intensive program. 
 
This year's cohort of 15 schools was selected after a rigorous application process to 
determine schools' readiness for the program and their areas of interest for their social 
media projects.  The schools span geography, size, denomination and experience with 
social media, but all are seeking to mature their operations, and have demonstrated 
willingness to take important risks to move themselves and their communities forward. 
Some are just beginning their social media journey.  Others have been developing their 
work for some time, and are seeking to take their work to the next level.   This will be the 
third cohort of the Academy.  The first year was a pilot group of 10 schools in the New 
York and New Jersey areas.  The second cohort of 20 schools across the country 
excelled last year and created important momentum for the field.   
 
"This year's cohort is a powerful list of top schools around the country that are thinking 
big and marked by excellence in everything that they do," said Colton.  "We are thrilled 
to be working with such an exemplary group that now acknowledges social media as a 
core part of their marketing, education, development and community building work." 
 
The Academy is an intensive 9 month project-based learning program, in which schools 
develop their social media strategies, launch new channels, write social media policies, 
and raise significant funds through a social fundraising challenge which is matched 



dollar for dollar by The AVI CHAI Foundation.  Schools will be supported with a series of 
skill building webinars, and private coaching from social media experts at Big Duck, a 
social media firm based on Brooklyn, NY. 
 
"The growth we saw in last year's cohort was just incredible," said Lisa Colton, Chief 
Learning Officer for See3 Communications, and the architect of the program.  "The 
schools that achieved the most really invested in developing and engaging their network, 
and were able to then activate that network for their social fundraising project, and other 
goals.  We're looking forward to seeing this latest cohort experiment, learn and share 
their work too."  Key lessons from that cohort are shared in this article on 
eJewishPhilanthropy. 
 
 
The following is a list of the 15 teams selected for the 2013-14 Jewish Day School Social 
Media Academy: 
 
Solomon Schechter Day School of Greater Chicago 
Northbrook, IL 
Team Leader: Tami Warshawsky 
 
JCDS, Boston's Jewish Community Day School 
Watertown, MA 
Team Leader: Emma Sandler 
 
Hillel Academy of Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Team Leader: Dan Shaw 
 
Golda Och Academy 
West Orange, NJ 
Team Leader: Donna  Oshri 
 
Ida Crown Jewish Academy 
Chicago, IL 
Team Leader: Wendy Margolin 
 
The Davis Academy 
Atlanta, GA 
Team Leader: Fran Putney 
 
The Leo Baeck Day School 
Thronhill, Ontario  
Team Leader: David Bale 
 
Community Day School  
Pittsburgh, PA 
Team Leader: Tim Richart 
 
The Frisch School 
Paramus, NJ 
Team Leader: Rachel Roth 



 
Krieger Schechter Day School 
Baltimore, MD 
Team Leader: Lindsey Brook 

The Agnon School 
Beachwood, OH 
Team Leader: Laura Simon 

The Epstein School 
Sandy Springs, GA 
Team Leader: Robyn Faintich 
	  
Yeshiva Schools of Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Team Leader: Chezky Rosenfeld 
 
The Hebrew Academy of Huntington Beach 
Huntington Beach, CA 
Team leader: Nechama Eilfort 
 
Cohen Hillel Academy 
Marblehead, MA 
Team Leader: Noah Hartman 
 

 
About See3 Communications:  See3 helps organizations find and realize their vision 
for better online communications by creating strategies and media that have impact for 
our clients' goals like fundraising, advocacy, recruitment, awareness and more.  In 2012, 
Darim Online, a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping Jewish organizations thrive 
in the connected age, began a process to merge, aligning our expertise in social media, 
video, storytelling, fundraising and Jewish communal organizations.  More information at 
http://see3.com, http://darimonline.org, on Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/darimonline and on Twitter: 
http://www.twitter.com/darimonline.  Contact: Lisa Colton, Chief Learning Officer for 
See3 Communications, and Founder and President, Darim Online. 
 
About The AVI CHAI Foundation: AVI CHAI is a private foundation established in 1984 
which functions in the United States and in Israel.  The AVI CHAI Foundation in North 
America seeks to ensure the continuity of the Jewish people through what we 
affectionately term LRP: 1. Fostering high levels of Jewish Literacy; 
2. Deepening Religious Purposefulness; and 3. Promoting advocacy for Jewish 
Peoplehood and Israel. Our goal over our remaining sunset years in North America is to 
advance and sustain LRP education in Jewish day schools and summer camps for the 
purpose of creating the foundation for an energizing nucleus of youth with the values, 
commitments, motivation and skills to lead the Jewish People intellectually, spiritually, 
communally, and politically in the 21st century.  More information at http://avichai.org or 
contact Deborah Fishman  at DFishman@avichaina.org.  
 



About Big Duck: Big Duck is a firm working exclusively with nonprofits to help raise 
money and increase visibility. Big Duck combines nonprofit expertise, strategic thinking, 
and creative solutions to address nonprofit communications challenges.  For more 
information see http://www.bigducknyc.com or contact Farra Trompeter at 
farra@bigducknyc.com.  


