
Dear JCDS Community,

By now you have read the letter from our beloved Head of School, Dr. Susie Tanchel, 
sharing the news that the 2019-20 school year will be her last at the helm of
JCDS. For the past eight years, our community has been blessed to have Susie as 
our leader. We would like to share words of gratitude about Susie's dedicated 
leadership of JCDS, as well as the Board of Trustees' plans for the next chapter in 
JCDS's leadership.  

As so many of you can attest, seeing Susie in action is an inspirational experience. 
Whether she is welcoming our students, parents, and faculty at the all-school 
assembly on the first day of school, greeting our youngest students in Gan Nitzan
(Kindergarten), teaching Torah to community members in the school sukkah, or 
sharing heartfelt blessings with our children during their Milestone, Susie's 
enthusiasm about Jewish learning and living is infectious. She embodies the joyful 
Jewish living that JCDS aims to imbue in the hearts and minds of our students.

Susie's love of teaching is surpassed only by her dedication to guiding other 
educators as they build their professional practice. The national recognition she has 
received as a recipient of the Covenant Award, as a speaker at the General Assembly 
of the Jewish Federations of North America, and as a presenter at numerous 
educational conferences has also cast a national spotlight on JCDS as a premier 
Jewish day school and a leader in the field of progressive, pluralistic Jewish 
education.

As we look ahead, the JCDS Board of Trustees is confident that JCDS will continue to 
thrive. Susie has built a strong leadership team at JCDS. Our faculty, staff, parent 
community, and Board of Trustees embrace a shared commitment to educational 
excellence, intentional pluralism, the Hebrew language, character development, and 
joyful Jewish living. Together we will carry forward the torch, and the nitzotzot (sparks) 
of JCDS will continue to illuminate our school.

As Susie mentioned in her letter, the Board of Trustees is launching a national search 
for our next Head of School. Susie will continue to lead JCDS through the next school 
year, and we plan to hire a permanent new leader for the 2020-21 school year. Our 
school continues to be in good hands, and Susie is committed to working with our next 
leader to ensure a smooth transition process. We are grateful that Susie has 
provided us with sufficient time so that we can plan thoughtfully. 

The Board is retaining Independent Thinking, a firm that has broad experience with 
senior leadership placements in independent schools, to guide our search. 
Independent Thinking has worked with many Jewish day schools, including JCDS's



prior Head of School search which resulted in our hiring of Susie. The search process
will solicit input from across our school community, including faculty, staff, parents,
students, alumni, and community members. We are confident that the search will
attract many exciting candidates and that we will succeed in finding the next great
leader for our school community. More information about the search process will be
shared with you in the weeks to come.

In Pirkei Avot (Ethics of the Fathers; one of the books of the Mishnah) we read about
five students of Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai, and their different strengths -- or as we
might say today, their different learning styles. One student is Elazar ben Arach, who
is described as an ever-strengthening spring ( רבגתמה ןיעמ  ). This is an apt description
of our Dr. Susie Tanchel, who is overflowing with both knowledge and the enthusiasm
to share it. We are deeply grateful to have enjoyed Susie's leadership these many
years. Her final year in service to our community will indeed be bittersweet.  

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, please join me in thanking Susie for her
leadership service and devotion to the mission of JCDS.

B’shalom,

Elizabeth Waksman
President, Board of Trustees

  

https://www.facebook.com/JewishCommunityDaySchool/
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