
Dear JCDS Community,

With mixed emotions, I’m writing to share with you that 2019-2020 school year will be
my last as JCDS’s Head of School. At the end of the next school year, I will conclude
my nine-year tenure by handing out diplomas to the children who began their JCDS
journeys alongside me in the fall of 2011.

JCDS was founded nearly 25 years ago with a timeless, sacred vision. The founders
placed a high value on the enduring core values of pluralism, community, central
place of Hebrew, and teaching the whole child. I have found tremendous purpose and
deep meaning in interpreting that mission for our current milieu. It has been a
privilege to serve our children, families, and educators.

During my tenure, JCDS has grown tremendously. We created the seven Habits of
Heart and Mind that continue to animate and inspire the school’s vision. We
strengthened the social emotional curriculum and developed a robust Support
Services department with the continued goal of meeting the diverse needs of our
learners. The STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics)
program expanded to include a well-developed robotics curriculum, interdisciplinary
Learning Adventures, and coding, and it has been an exciting and meaningful place
for integration with Jewish content. Mindfulness through a Jewish lens was brought to
many constituencies across the school, and we instilled a growth mindset, ensuring
that we truly are a learning community that approaches difficult conversations with
resiliency and empathy.

Outside the walls of our school, we have seen JCDS emerge nationally as a premiere
pluralistic Jewish day school. I have watched this incredible institution grow into a
strategic, forward-thinking organization. I could not be prouder of the place we are in
today. I am inspired by the courageous, insightful, and joyful children who walk our
halls. I am profoundly grateful for the dedicated, reflective faculty and staff who guide
them on their path. While my professional career will be taking me elsewhere, my
belief in JCDS does not waiver. I will remain in our community as a dedicated parent
as my daughter, Jordana, continues with her class into middle school.

My departure provides our beloved school with a great opportunity to welcome a
talented new leader. In partnership with the Board of Trustees, a search committee
will conduct a national search for the next Head of School. JCDS is poised to attract
stellar candidates because of the school’s reputation for creativity, innovation, and
educational excellence, as well as the formidable combination of visionary dreamers
and practical implementers. I am confident that the trustees and search committee will
tackle this important work with care, wisdom, and intention. I also know that you, our
incredible school community, will warmly welcome the new Head of School, as you did
me, in order for JCDS to continue to fulfill its potential.

Next year, as the Board of Trustees prioritizes the selection of the new Head of
School and a strong transition, please be assured that I will continue to work with
leadership, faculty, and staff on enacting our mission and providing an excellent
educational experience for your children.

I am deeply grateful to each person who makes JCDS such a dynamic, warm, and
remarkable school and community. As I prepare for the transition ahead, I take with
me learnings and treasured memories from my time at JCDS, which I know will only
grow in the coming year. Thank you to all our past and present students, families,



faculty and staff, volunteers, supporters, and especially to the JCDS Board of
Trustees for their exemplary partnership. Your collective trust and support have
allowed me to lead with integrity and purpose.

My beloved teacher, Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, wrote:

May you remember that every deed counts, that every word has
power, and that we can all do our share to redeem the world…
Above all, remember to build a life as if it were a work of art.

What an honor it continues to be to fulfill this charge together with all of you. May
JCDS, and the extended school community, go from strength to strength.

With heartfelt gratitude,

Dr. Susie Tanchel
Head of School




