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Maimonides School students are learning to understand our differences 
Grant .from Ruderman Family Foundation being used to teach students about disabilities 
By Alexandra Lapkin 
Advocate Staff 

Learning how to interact 
with people with disabilities 
is essential to inclusivity 

of all individuals in the commu
nity and must begin at an early 
age. That's the mai11 idea behind 
Understanding our Differences, 
a new curriculum launched at 
Maimonides School this month. 

The program was created 
by Gateways: Access to Jew
ish Education with a $121,000 
grant from the Ruderman Fam
ily Foundation, which is being 
divided among six Jewish day 

schools. Maimonides and Jew
ish Community Day School 
(JCDS) will teach the curricu
lum this year, with a focus on 
deafness and blindness. Accord
ing to Rachel Fadlon, director of 
marketing and communications 
at Gateways, over the next two 
years, her organization plans 
to provide the program at four 
other schools. 

Understanding our Differences 
con~ists of hands-on, experiential 
activities designed to dispel myths 
about disabilities and to teach 
children how to be inclusive and 
accepting of other people's differ-

ences, while covering a wide range 
of disabilities, from blindness and 
deafness to autism, physical and 
intellectual disabilities, as well as 
chronic medical conditions in
cluding allergies; asthma, diabetes 
and epilepsy. The curriculum will 
be taught through a Jewish lens, 
to encourage respect, compassion 
and tolerance. 

With February being the 
Jewish Disability Awareness 
Month, the program was intro
duced at Maimonides to 3rd_ 
grade students on Feb. 6, and 
4'h- and 5th-graders in separate 
sessions on Feb. 7. 

Sharon Shapiro, a Mai-· 
monides School parent and 
Ruderman Family Foundation 
trustee, was inspired to bring 
the curriculum on disabilities 
to Jewish day schools when her 
son was attending a Brookline 
public school and she partici
pated in the teaching of Un
derstanding our Differences in 
his school. 

"I was blown away by the 
impact of the two-hour session 
on students, teachers and volun
teers. I was impressed with the 
professional quality of the mate
rial," she said. "I also believe the 

hands-on activity made a lastin~ 
impression on the children." 

"The students are not ex· 
posed to children with disabili· 
ties and are not educated abou 
disabilities," Shapiro said of th1 
Jewish day schools. "Because o 
the work of our family founda 
tion, which promotes the full in 
elusion of people with disabili 
ties into the Jewish community 
I felt this was an opportunity tc 
educate children, parents anc 
teachers on how including eacl 
is strengthening all. We can' 
do enough to create a fair anc 
flourishing Jewish community." 
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