
 

 

THE OSPREY ORACLE 
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“A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step”
 

Happy Spring! 
March invites us to celebrate the first day of spring. 

Spring is such a fresh, exciting, and invigorating 

season. Everyone seems to have more energy, we smile 

more, there is a “spring” in our step, and we eagerly 

watch as buds and flowers peek out from everywhere!  
 

On Sunday, March 12, Daylight Savings Time begins. 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks forward one hour. 

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day on Friday, March 17, and 

the first day of spring is Monday, March 20. 
 

We would like to thank all of you for your cooperation 

this season during snow removal. Your efforts were a 

tremendous help in getting the lots cleared of snow. 

Thank you all so much.  
 

We would also like to introduce and welcome Tahseen 

to the JCM Management maintenance team!  
 

We wish you all a wonderful March!  

 

~The Osprey Landing Team  
 

ACH Reminder 
We want to remind residents of the convenient 

automated rent payment system at Osprey Landing. 

We have been successful implementing the new 

system for an automatic withdrawal out of a checking 

or savings account for monthly rental payments, 

a.k.a., an ACH transaction.  
 

Many residents using this method of payment find it 

helpful. The process is easy and there are benefits. In 

fact, your account will not be debited until the fifth 

(5th) of each month, or the next business day if the 

fifth falls on a weekend.  
 

We hope that you take advantage of ACH transaction 

by contacting our office for an authorization form. For 

those already enrolled, thank you for making the rent 

collection process smoother! 
 

Community Events 
Summer Camps & Enrichment Programs  

The City of Portsmouth has opened registration for its 

summer camps and enrichment programs. You can 

find program descriptions, costs and registration 

information on their website: 

https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/recreation/summer-

camps-enrichment-programs  

 

The Portsmouth Parks & Rec Spring/Summer 2023 

program booklet is available for download at: 

https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/recreation  
 

New Hampshire Theatre Project  

New Hampshire Theatre Project (NHTP) works in 

partnership with theatre-makers, schools, 

corporations, non-profits, and community participants 

through four distinct areas of programming:  
 

- Mainstage Productions & Guest Artists  

- On-site Camps, Classes & Professional 

Development Workshops  

- Artist-In Residence & Theatre for Life  

- Elephant-in-the-Room Series touring 

performances & community residencies.  
 

Find out what’s on stage now: 

https://www.nhtheatreproject.org/onstagenow  
 

Murder Mystery Dinner 

Silver Fountain Inn 

103 Silver Street, Dover, March 17, 18, 24, 25 
 

Enjoy a 5-course dinner while playing in one of Silver 

Fountain Inn and Tea Parlor’s live games of “Clue.” 

Join the other characters for a night of mayhem, 

extortion and “murder.” Win a prize for figuring out 

who the killer is among you. March 17-18: “Sin City”; 

March 24-25: “Till Death Do Us 

Part.” silverfountain.com 
 

Federal Taxes 
There are several organizations in NH that can make 

filing a federal tax return easy and less stressful. Here 

are some groups that offer free tax assistance and no 

fees to file.  
 

New Hampshire Tax Help: https://nhtaxhelp.org/ 

Granite United Way – Volunteer Income Tax 

Assistance (VITA)  

http://www.graniteuw.org/our-work/granite-united-

way-initiatives/volunteer-income-tax-assistance 
 

Around NH in March 
Tap Into Maple 

Laconia, Weekends in March 
 

Join the team at Prescott Farm every Saturday in 

March to experience an old-fashioned New England 

tradition — making maple syrup! From tapping a tree 

to tasting delicious maple syrup, participate hands-on 

in every step of the syrup making process. 

Environmental educators help attendees build tree ID 

skills, learn the parts of a tree and their functions, use 
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measuring tools to find an appropriate tree to tap, use 

historical and modern tree tapping tools, learn the 

history of maple sugaring including Native American 

legends and discover the math/chemical/physical 

science in the boiling process. The program involves a 

20-minute walk to the sugarhouse with an uphill hike 

back after the program. prescottfarm.org 
 

Waypoint SleepOut  

Manchester, Rochester, March 24 

Spend a night out in the cold in solidarity with youth 

enduring homelessness in New Hampshire. This year 

is the 9th annual SleepOut, and will be a hybrid 

event, which means participants can sleep out in their 

own backyard or a place of their choosing, or at one of 

the designated group sites in Manchester and 

Rochester (locations TBA). The support from SleepOut 

2023 will help Waypoint quell the suffering of youth, 

advocate for change at the legislative level and 

support Waypoint’s expanded services, including an 

emergency overnight shelter, to help transform 

thousands of young lives. waypointnh.org 

 

Moonlight Murders on Smuttynose Island 
What really happened 150 years ago? 

by J. Dennis Robinson 
 

It is a grim anniversary. On March 5, 1873, a down-

and-out Prussian fisherman stole a small wooden boat 

from a Portsmouth, New Hampshire, dock and rowed 

to the Isles of Shoals. In mild weather on calm seas, 

lit by a rising moon and urged forward by a powerful 

tide, Louis Wagner hauled on the wooden oars, 

blistering his already calloused hands. More than 

$600, three times what he could make in a year 

baiting hooks and hauling trawl lines, was waiting for 

him on Smuttynose Island. What began as a bold 

robbery quickly devolved into a grisly double murder 

that, 150 years later, will not go away. 
 

Backstory 

After seven years in America, Norwegian immigrant 

John Hontvet had his own schooner and a successful 

fishing business. John could afford to pay the 

transatlantic passage for his brother, Matthew, and 

for Maren Christensen, whom he married. By 1872 

they were all living in a rented duplex on Smuttynose 

Island, just over the New Hampshire border in Maine. 

John had also brought over Karen Christensen, 

Maren’s older sister. Karen was working as a maid at 

nearby Appledore Island, preparing the hotel for the 

coming tourist season. 
 

In need of another crewman, John Hontvet hired 

Louis Wagner, who was allowed to live on the other 

side of the duplex. It was a bad idea. Wagner, aged 

28, frequently complained that rheumatism prevented 

him from working. In the days leading up to the 

murder, Wagner was sharing a small room with two 

other men in a cheap boarding house on the 

Portsmouth waterfront. His rent was six weeks 

overdue and, according to another fisherman, Wagner 

had to borrow 35 cents just to buy tobacco. 
 

On March 5, Wagner was lingering on the docks in 

the city’s gritty South End neighborhood (now 

Prescott Park) when the Hontvet schooner Clara 

Bella arrived.  
 

“You have been quite a stranger to me,” Wagner told 

John Hontvet. “I have not seen you since three weeks 

before Christmas.” 
 

Wagner appeared to be annoyed that Ivan was working 

with Matthew and John. It was Ivan, after all, whose 

arrival from Norway had put an end to Wagner’s free 

room and board on Smuttynose Island. Unaware of how 

desperate Wagner had become, John Hontvet foolishly  

revealed he had saved $600 to buy a new boat. 

According to John’s later trial testimony, Wagner asked 

three times if the men planned to return to Smuttynose 

that night. Feigning concern, Wagner worried whether 

Maren and Anethe would be safe all alone on the island 

at night. And here we must insert a critical detail. Since 

the 1620s, men who fished off the Isles of Shoals had 

been doing it the old- fashioned way: with a few hooks 

on a line.  
 

John Hontvet was a local pioneer in the high-tech “tub 

trawl” technique. Long wires with as many as a 

thousand hooks were laboriously baited by hand and 

curled into a wooden tub. Crewmen then uncoiled the 

baited lines into the sea and marked the location with 

floating buoys. The resulting catch could be enormously 

profitable. But the operation required so much bait that 

John had ordered it shipped to Portsmouth from Boston 

by train. 
 

Had the train arrived on time, Karen and Anethe 

Christensen might have lived full lives and we would 

not know their killer’s name. But the delivery, John 

learned, would not arrive until midnight. Wagner said 

he would be back later to help bait trawls. He needed 

the cash. John’s crew worked through the night, but 

Wagner never returned. 
 

You can continue reading about the crime, capture trial 

and execution along with Mr. Robinson’s take on facts 

and fiction about the murder at: 

https://www.nhmagazine.com/moonlight-murders-on-

smuttynose-island/ 
 

J. Dennis Robinson has been a volunteer steward of the 

privately owned Smuttynose Island for over two 

decades. He is the author of Mystery on the Isles of 
Shoals: Closing the Case on the Smuttynose Ax Murders 
of 1873 and Under the Isles of Shoals: Archaeology & 
Discovery on Smuttynose Island. His latest books and 

articles can be seen online at jdennisrobinson.com 
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